TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Simsbury, CT
Celebrate. Inspire. Serve.



Welcome to St. Alban's!

Your prayers and presence today are a gift to this community. We are grateful that you are
here. We pray that you feel the love of Christ, the holy stirring of the Spirit, and God's
presence here this morning.

Worship

Everything you need to worship can be found in this bulletin and in your own heart. We may
follow traditional times when we sit or stand or kneel, and it’s all optional. Please feel free
to speak, sing and move in ways that draw you into joyful life with each other and God. If
you need help finding the bathrooms, a changing table, or the water fountain, please ask an
Usher.

Children

Children of all ages are welcome. Wiggles, noises, wandering, cries and conversation are
the stuff of the Holy Spirit and enhance the joy of our time together. We also have special
space where our children like to hang out. We call it the Prayground and it’s in the rear
balcony. Please feel free to hang out there, or bring stuff to your seats.

Communion

Sharing in the bread and wine is the heart of our Sunday service. Please join in the feast (or
just come forward for a blessing)! Ask if you would like gluten-free bread. If you want
healing prayer, please seen Pastor Stephen after the service.

Learning More

Ask one of us! And fill out a “Welcome” card, so we can stay in touch. They’re on the table
in the rear of the Sanctuary, or ask an usher. You can also visit our website or find us on
Facebook. Please always feel free to contact Pastor Stephen if you have any questions or
needs. See back page for all our contact info.

Donating

During our service today, Ushers will pass offering plates for your monetary gifts. On 2m
Sundays, the cash donations will go to the rector’s discretionary fund, which is used to
support urgent needs of parishioners and the wider community. We also invite your
donations through our website (stalbanssimsbury.org, click “Donate”).




Welcome Pastor Stephen
Prelude Peg Hunt, Pianist
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Medzeval Jewish liturgyy tr. Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann (1836-1926)



Opening Prayer

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations:
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with
steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah (45:7-7)

“This is what the LORD says to his anointed,
to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their armor,
to open doors before him
so that gates will not be shut:
I will go before you
and will level the mountains;
I will break down gates of bronze
and cut through bars of iron.
I will give you hidden treasures,
riches stored in secret places,
so that you may know that I am the LORD,
the God of Israel, who summons you by name.
For the sake of Jacob my servant,
of Israel my chosen,
I summon you by name
and bestow on you a title of honor,
though you do not acknowledge me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other;
apart from me there is no God.
I will strengthen you,
though you have not acknowledged me,
so that from the rising of the sun
to the place of its setting
people may know there is none besides me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
I form the light and create darkness,
I bring prosperity and create disaster;
I, the LORD do all these things.




The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96:1-9

Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

A Reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians (7:7-70)
Paul, Silas and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace and peace to you.

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our
gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit
and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe
suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia—ryour faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore
we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of




reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—]esus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn Sing a new song unto the Lord Written by Dan Schutte
(>) = i N
- S g
)
Sing a new song un -to the Lord; let your song be
? D G D7/A G G D
(s = -
ANV
Y,
sung from moun - tains high. Sing a new song
D#dim Em Am7 D7 G Eines
y -
| £ an ) ° 0 P NP N
ANIVJ e e e
o
un - to the Lord, sing-ing hal - le - lu - jah!
e . G D7/A Am/G D/F# Em
[ an )
ANV
e
1 Shout with glad - ness! Dance for joy! O come be -
2 Rise, O chil - dren, from your sleep; your Sav - ior
3 Glad my  soul for I have seen the glo - 1y
Am7 D7sus D7 G D7/A
#5 > 3
| & an Y PN
ANIV4 €
)
fore the Lord. And play for God on
now has come. He has turned your
of the Lord. The trum - pet sounds; the

J".V

3

1
7

. ‘_
glad tam -bou-rines, and let your trum - pet sound.
sor - row to joy, and filled your soul with song.
dead shall be raised. I know my Sav - ior lives.

The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew (22:75-22)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples
to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of
integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed
by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion?
Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”




But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, ““You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show
me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, and he asked them, “Whose
image is this? And whose inscription?”

“Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

The Gospel of our Savior.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Stephen Nagy, Rector

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant
Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” Trusting in God’s
abundance and welcome, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all creation.




Leader

Gracious God, you have made plenty good room for us in your household. Inspire your church
to be a place of welcome, generosity, and love. We thank you for the resources you have
entrusted to us, and we pray for wisdom to use them in service of your mission.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of community, you bind us together in relationships of care and compassion. Strengthen
the bonds within this congregation, and guide us to extend hospitality to our neighbors near and
far.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of abundance, you invite us to respond with gratitude for all your gifts. Bless this
stewardship campaign, that our pledges of time, talent, and treasure may be faithful signs of our
trust in you.

Lotd, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of creation, you have made a world with plenty good room for all living things. Teach us
to care for the earth and to share its resources with justice and joy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of mercy, your dwelling place has room for all who suffer. Be present with those who
are sick, lonely, grieving, or in any kind of need Kathy, Mary Lou, Meredith H., Tom M., TJ.,
Gilbert 111, Christina, Amanda, Christena and family, Mary, Robert, Jane, Brad, Bob B,
David, Larry, Benjamin, Naomi, and all those we name silently or aloud. Surround them with
your healing and your peace.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of hope, you prepare a place for us in your eternal home. We remember before you
those who have died, confident that they now rest in your embrace.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Celebrant

Loving God, you call us into your abundant life and promise that there is plenty good room
for all your children. Hear our prayers and accept the offerings of our hearts, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Churist,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,




and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Announcements

The mission and ministry of St. Alban's depends on the generosity of our congregation and
community. We welcome your donation of cash or checks in the offering plate;
or use the QR code on the cards available from an usher.

We are grateful that you've chosen to share your gifts with us today.

THE HoLY COMMUNION
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Text: Gloria (b. 1942) and William Gaither (b. 1936) Music: William ]. Gaither

The gifts are lifted up at the table. Then is said:
All things come from you, Creator God.

Out of the abundant gifts you have given us, we pledge to you our time, our energy, and
the fruits of our labor. May these gifts strengthen the Body of Christ that is St. Alban’s
parish, so that we may deepen our love for you and each other, and reach out to

joyfully serve our neighbors who hunger for your saving Hope. May we ever

Celebrate, Inspire and Serve in the saving name of Jesus your Son our Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life; you made us
in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus S$129
Ab = = . —
S e T e e I
Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho - Iy Lord, God of pow-er and
fa] T T — | |
T | | I | l
—_ l_t' I i I I I | i T d d ..
&, s e |
might, hea - ven and earth  are full of your glo - rv. Ho -
£ ! | | I
AL e . ] : - - : I | |
—: /s e J . - e -
sam - na  in the high - est, Bless - ed is he who
——3 T3
S e e == l
@ " 4 ., * e 4 | ! / i e =

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in  the high - est.




We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Alban and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Then may be said:

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion

You are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion.
No one who comes to the altar with outstretched hands will be turned away.

Stand or kneel in a semi-circle around the holy table in whatever way is comfortable for you. The
sacrament is offered as bread (ask for gluten free) and/or wine. If you need the sacrament brought
to you, please let us know and we will be honored to do so.

To receive a blessing instead, let us know by crossing your arms over your chest.

Communion Hymn Instrumental, Peg Hunt

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever living God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn Lord of all hopefulness H82 482
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Jan Struther (1901-1953), Slane

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

7

The'Rai

Postlude w Connection Weritten by Panl Williams and Kenneth Ascher

Performed by Weezer, and Hayley Williams of Paramore

I’ve heard it too many times to ignore it.
It’s something that I’'m supposed to be.
Someday we’ll find it, the rainbow connection,
the lovers, the dreamers and me.

“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God
and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” (Genesis 9:16)

Thank You to Our Ministers Today
Musician: Peg Hunt
Usher: Ann Hall
Readers: Steve McGrath, Jeannie Crabtree, Mike Bailey
Acolyte: Kathleen Canzano
Tech: Bryan Adams
Altar Guild chair: Sharon Braden




