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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
Simsbury, CT 

Celebrate. Inspire. Serve. 

 
 

 

 

"With enraptured gaze we beheld the white moon rising quietly behind the tall trees, the 

silvery rays it was casting upon sleeping nature, the bright stars twinkling in the deep 

skies, the light breath of the evening breeze making the snowy clouds float easily along; 

all this raised our souls to heaven."            St. Thérèse de Lisieux 
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Welcome to St. Alban's! 

Your prayers and presence today are a gift to this community. We are grateful that you are 
here. We pray that you feel the love of Christ, the holy stirring of the Spirit, and God's 
presence here this morning. 

Worship 

Everything you need to worship can be found in this bulletin and in your own heart. We may 
follow traditional times when we sit or stand or kneel, and it’s all optional. Please feel free 
to speak, sing and move in ways that draw you into joyful life with each other and God. If 
you need help finding the bathrooms, a changing table, or the water fountain, please ask an 
Usher. 

Children 

Children of all ages are welcome. Wiggles, noises, wandering, cries and conversation are 
the stuff of the Holy Spirit and enhance the joy of our time together. We also have special 
space where our children like to hang out. We call it the Prayground and it’s in the rear 
balcony. Please feel free to hang out there, or bring stuff to your seats. 

Communion 

Sharing in the bread and wine is the heart of our Sunday service. Please join in the feast (or 
just come forward for a blessing)! Ask if you would like gluten-free bread. If you want 
healing prayer, please seen Pastor Stephen after the service. 

Learning More 

Ask one of us! And fill out a “Welcome” card, so we can stay in touch. They’re on the table 
in the rear of the Sanctuary, or ask an usher. You can also visit our website or find us on 
Facebook. Please always feel free to contact Pastor Stephen if you have any questions or 
needs. See back page for all our contact info. 

Donating 

During our service today, Ushers will pass offering plates for your monetary gifts. On 2nd 
Sundays, the cash donations will go to the rector’s discretionary fund, which is used to 
support urgent needs of parishioners and the wider community. We also invite your 
donations through our website (stalbanssimsbury.org, click “Donate”).  

 
 
 

Cover art: “Earth Icon” ©2022 Edith Adams Allison. Watercolor and gold leaf. It is based on Andrei Rublev’s icon, 
“The Trinity” (also known as “The Hospitality of Abraham”) 
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Welcome Pastor Stephen 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn All things bright and beautiful H82 405 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer  

Blessed be the One who creates all things. 
The Holy One’s love is new every morning. 

 

The Gloria S280 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Most present, loving, good Creator, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 
the human world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may delight in shared life 
with your whole Creation in perfectness of joy; through Jesus the Wisdom of Creation, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

 

5 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the book of Deuteronomy (4:1-2,6-9) 

Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may 
live and may go in and take possession of the land the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is 
giving you. Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 

Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who 
will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people.” What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our 
God is near us whenever we pray to him? And what other nation is so great as to have such 
righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes 
have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your 
children and to their children after them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
    Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 80:7-14 

Qui regis Israel 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
 you cast out the nations and planted it. 

 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
 it took root and filled the land. 

 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
 and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
  and its branches to the River. 

 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; * 
  preserve what your right hand has planted. 

 
A Reading from “Resurrection is Vegetal”, by Dong Hyeon Jeong 

I love gardening. Touching the soil, seeing and smelling the plants, and eating the fruits of 
their love teach me every time to be receptive to the presence of the vegetal life. Moreover, 
recently I have also learned about the importance of accepting decay or death. As a human 
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being, I am fearful of my own death because, as a Christian, I have one life to live with a clear 
expiration in sight. And yet, plants teach me that decay/death is not the end. They grow their 
leaves during spring, blossom their flowers during summer, lay down their leaves during the fall, 
and accept the slumber during winter. Then they rise again as the spring season awakens… 

Losing one’s life for the gospel is not a call for meaningless sacrifice or abuse. Rather, it is a 
reminder to “come and see” (John 1:39) from God’s creation that resurrection is vegetal. We live 
and die in Christ because, like the plants, we believe in Christ’s promise of renewed life. This 
renewed life recognizes the joys and pains of the olden days, the deaths that we have had in the 
past, while believing that we will see the rays of divine light and the joys of the blessed rain in 
our lives. In all of these, we are invited once again to let go of all of ourselves so we can be 
buried and be resurrected in Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 
    Thanks be to God. 
  

Dong Hyeon Jeong, “Commentary on John 12:20-33: Resurrection is vegetal”, Working Preacher, 2024,  
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-in-lent-2/commentary-on-john-
1220-33-6. The Rev. Dr. Dong Hyeon Jeong is a pastor and professor of New Testament Interpretation at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. 

 
Sequence Hymn The great creator of the worlds  H82 489 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew (21:33-26) 

Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
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“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around 
it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers 
and moved to another place. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to collect his fruit. 

“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent 
other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last 
of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 

“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill 
him and take his inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. 

“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard 
to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking 
about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because 
the people held that he was a prophet. 

 

The Gospel of our Savior.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon The Rev. Stephen Nagy, Rector 

The Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,   
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Blessed God, whose love calls the whole creation into covenant with you, and who puts in 
our hands responsibility for the care of the earth and its creatures: we pray for all to whom 
you have given life and being, saying, “Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.” 
 

For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil, that they may be 
tended for the good of all creatures, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the waters of the earth; for its resources of water, air light, and soil, that they may be 
tended for the good of all creatures, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the mineral and energy resources of the planet, that we may learn sustainable 
consumption and sound care of the environment from which they come, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the animals of the earth, wild and domestic, large and very small, that they may know the 
harmony of relationship that sustains all life, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the creatures of the earth who do us harm and those whose place in your creation we do 
not understand or welcome, that we may see them as beloved creatures of God, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures, that they may consider 
wisely the well-being of all who come after us, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For all those engaged in conversation, in agriculture and ranching, in aquaculture and fishing, 
in mining and industry, and in forestry and timber-harvesting, that the health, fruitfulness, 
and beauty of the natural world may be sustained alongside human activity, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the creatures and the human beings of your world who are ill, or in danger, pain, or 
special need, especially: Kathy, Mary Lou, Meredith H., Miriam, Tom M., T.J., Gilbert III, 
Christina, Amanda, Christena and family, Mary, Robert, Jane, Brad, Bob B., David, Larry, 
Benjamin, and all those we name silently or aloud; and for all who suffer from the unjust, 
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violent, or wasteful use of the earth’s resources or their devastation by war, that all may one day 
live in communities of justice and peace, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the gifts of science and technology and for those who practice these skills, that they may be 
wise, visionary, and compassionate in their work, we pray:  
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

For the creatures and the people of the earth whose lives and deaths, especially Margi, have 
contributed to the fruitful abundance of this planet, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Celebrant 

Bountiful God, you call us to labor with you in tending the earth: Where we lack love, open our 
hearts to the world; where we waste, give us discipline to conserve; where we neglect, awaken 
our minds and wills to insight and care. May we with all your creatures honor and serve you 
in all things for you live and reign with Christ, Redeemer of all, and with you Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation. 

Holy and merciful God, 
we confess that we have failed to honor you 
by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures. 
We have walked heavily on your earth, 
overused and wasted its resources, 
taken for granted its beauty and abundance, 
and treated its inhabitants unjustly, 
holding future generations hostage to our greed. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin, 
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as 
   you desire and intend, 
with grateful and compassionate hearts, 
through your son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace   

Peace with yourself. 
Peace with Creation. 
Peace with one another.  
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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Refrain 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Presider 
 

God’s animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we share the earth with them, and like 
them rely on God’s blessing to sustain and preserve us. We gather today in communion and 
friendship with Francis of Assisi who preached to animals and moved throughout the known 
world sharing God’s unconditional love for all beings. Remembering Francis’s love for all God’s 
creatures, bring forward the animals entrusted to your care that we may bless them. 

 

Please bring forth your animal or a representation of them (photo, favorite toy, blanket etc.) for the blessing. 
 

N., May God who created and preserves you bless, defend, heal, and keep you, this day and 
always. Amen. 

 

When all have been blessed the Presider says 
  

Let us pray. 
 

God of all creation: We give you thanks and praise. Open our eyes to see your hand at work 
in all creation. May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, God our Redeemer, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Announcements 

The mission and ministry of St. Alban's depends on the generosity of our congregation and community. We 
welcome your donation of cash or checks in the offering plate; or use the QR code on the cards available 

from an usher. We are grateful that you've chosen to share your gifts with us today. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Offertory Hymn           Make me a channel of your peace ~ Prayer of St. Francis                                                                
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 The gifts are lifted up at the table. Then may be said: 

All things come from thee, O Lord. 
And of thine own have we given thee. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your 
constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your 
Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and 
Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we life our voices with all creation as we 
sing: 

Sanctus S129 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care 
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and 
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for 
all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
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himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and 
life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefor we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ has risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the body and Blood of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as 
Christ’s body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 
that with Alban and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name 
for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen.     
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then may be said: 

This is Living Bread, given for all Creation. 
All who eat this bread share in Christ’s Body. 
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The Communion 
You are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion.  

No one who comes to the altar with outstretched hands will be turned away. 

Stand or kneel in a semi-circle around the holy table in whatever way is comfortable for you. The 
sacrament is offered as bread (ask for gluten free) and/or wine. If you need the sacrament brought to 

you, please let us know and we will be honored to do so. 

To receive a blessing instead, let us know by crossing your arms over your chest. 
 
Communion Hymn                                  Taste and see                                                  WLP 764 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. 

 Loving God, 
 we give you thanks 
 for restoring us in your image 
 and nourishing us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
 Now send us forth  
 a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
 that we may proclaim your love to the world 
 and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

May God who established the dance of creation, 
Who marveled at the lilies of the field, 
Who transforms chaos to order, 
Lead us to transform our lives and the Church 
To listen to the voice of all creatures 
That reflect God’s glory in creation. 
And the Blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Inspiration,  
fall upon you this day and be with you always. 

Recessional Hymn                             All creatures of our God and king                             H82 400  
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The Sending 

Tend the earth, care for God’s good Creation; 
as you have received freely, so give freely. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to Our Ministers Today 

Acolyte: Jeannie Crabtree 
Readers: Judy Duncan, Kathleen Canzano, Diane Mather 

Usher: Jim Lewis 
Tech: Meredith Jacob 

Altar Guild chair: Sharon Braden 
 


