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Welcome to St. Alban's!

Your prayers and presence today are a gift to this community. We are grateful that you are
here. We pray that you feel the love of Christ, the holy stirring of the Spirit, and God's
presence here this morning.

Worship

Everything you need to worship can be found in this bulletin and in your own heart. We may
follow traditional times when we sit or stand or kneel, and it’s all optional. Please feel free
to speak, sing and move in ways that draw you into joyful life with each other and God. If
you need help finding the bathrooms, a changing table, or the water fountain, please ask an
Usher.

Children

Children of all ages are welcome. Wiggles, noises, wandering, cries and conversation are
the stuff of the Holy Spirit and enhance the joy of our time together. We also have special
space where our children like to hang out. We call it the Prayground and it’s in the rear
balcony. Please feel free to hang out there, or bring stuff to your seats.

Communion

Sharing in the bread and wine is the heart of our Sunday service. Please join in the feast (or
just come forward for a blessing)! Ask if you would like gluten-free bread. If you want
healing prayer, please seen Pastor Stephen after the service.

Learning More

Ask one of us! And fill out a “Welcome” card, so we can stay in touch. They’re on the table
in the rear of the Sanctuary, or ask an usher. You can also visit our website or find us on
Facebook. Please always feel free to contact Pastor Stephen if you have any questions or
needs. See back page for all our contact info.

Donating

During our service today, Ushers will pass offering plates for your monetary gifts. On 2m
Sundays, the cash donations will go to the rector’s discretionary fund, which is used to
support urgent needs of parishioners and the wider community. We also invite your
donations through our website (stalbanssimsbury.org, click “Donate”).

Cover art: The miracle of the loaves and fishes - James Tissot - 1886-1896



PRELUDE Andrew King, Pianist
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OPENING PRAYER

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.




Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
A Reading from the book of Isaiah (55:7-6)

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

Seek the LORD while he may be found
call upon him while he is near.

The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm (745:8-9, 15-22)

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *

slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 The LORD is loving to everyone *
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and his compassion is over all his works.

The LORD upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.

The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, *
and you give them their food in due season.

You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.

The LORD is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works

The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *
he hears their cry and helps them.

The LORD preserves all those who love him, *
but he destroys all the wicked.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; *
let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (9:7-5)

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred
according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed for ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew (74:73-21)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing
of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large
crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s
already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves
some food.”

Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.

“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke
the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the

people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of
broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand
men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of our Savior.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Stephen Nagy, Rector

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.




He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Who can separate us from the love of God? What can separate us from the love of Christ? Let

our hearts now respond to such overwhelming love as we pray together in the Spirit, saying:
Hear us, O Lord.

That God will renew the merciful covenant made with us in love, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

That the ministers of the Gospel may be people of genuine conversion and prophetic voice,
we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

That the bread of life may be shared one day by all Christians at a common table of praise, we
pray: Hear us, O Lord.

For the poor of our world, and for governments called to assist them in their need, we pray:

Hear us, O Lord.

For those who suffer, are ill, and for whom our prayers have been requested, especially
Bob, Chris, Kathy, Margi, Mary Lou, Miriam, Val, Meredith H., Tom M., T.]., Gilbert
I11, Christina, and all those we name silently or aloud; for the dying victims of incurable
disease, for those changed by depressions, fear, and addiction, and for those who
minister to them, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

For those preparing for baptism, that they may hear the invitation of God to come to the
waters of regeneration and there find abundant life, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

For the newly wedded couples in our community, for expectant parents, and for those who
nurture children, that all may be fed at the breasts of a loving God and find strength in lives
of service, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

Let us be mindful of the dead. That they may come into the fullness of life, united with God
in the communion of the faithful, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

Celebrant

O God, your loving care for us calls for our gratitude. Multiply once again your abundant
mercy toward us; renew your covenant with us; and let our hearts overflow with godly love
for others. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Rabbi and Lord, now in the Spirit and
forever. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,




and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The mission and ministry of St. Alban's depends on the financial and prayerful generosity and gifts
of members of our congregation and community. We welcome your one-time or ongoing donation
today. Please place cash or checks in the Offering Plate; or use the QR code on the cards found in
the rear of the Sanctuary and in the Narthex to make an online donation. We are grateful that
you've chosen to share your gifts with us today.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM mnstrumental

The gifts are lifted up at the table. Then may be said:

All things come from thee, Creator God.
And of thine own have we given thee.

THE HoLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life;
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be =77

the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to



your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,

and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Alban and all your saints, we may enter
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Then may be said:

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast.

THE COMMUNION

Anyone of any age and tradition is invited to receive Holy Communion. No one who comes to
the altar with outstretched hands will be turned away. To receive a blessing instead of the
sacrament, approach the altar and cross your arms over your chest.

To receive Holy Communion, you may stand or kneel at the altar rail; or stand in the space
between the altar rails, in front of the altar. You may receive just the bread or both the bread
and the wine. Let the ministers know if you would like gluten-free bread. If you need the
sacrament brought to you, please let someone know and we will be honored to bring it to you.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever living God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood 13

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;



and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Andrew King, Pianist

Thank You to Our Ministers Today

Musician: Andrew King
Usher: Jim Lewis
Readers: Judy Duncan, Kathleen Canzano, Diane Mather
Acolyte: Jeannie Crabtree
Tech: Meredith Jacob
Altar Guild chair: Sharon Braden
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