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Welcome to St. Alban's!  
 
We’re glad that you’ve chosen to be with us this morning! Your prayers and presence for today's 

worship are a gift to this community; and we invite you to journey with us at whatever point you 
find yourself on the path. We pray that you sense the love of Christ, the holy stirring of the 
Spirit, and God's presence here this morning. 
 
Worshipping with children 
We invite you to visit our Prayground in the rear balcony. Please feel free to bring books or an 
activity bag to your seats; or, sit in the balcony and allow your children to explore the space 
during worship. And please don’t worry about wiggles, conversation, crying, laughing – all of it 
is welcome in this space and to the glory of God! If you need help finding the bathrooms, a 
changing table, or the water fountain, please ask an Usher. 
 
Learning more about St. Alban’s 
We invite you to fill our one of the “Welcome” cards you can find on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. This allows you to receive mailed materials from St. Alban’s and our weekly e-news. 
You can also visit our website (stalbanssimsbury.org) or find us on Facebook. 
 
Donating to St. Alban’s 
During our service today, Ushers will pass Offering plates. You are welcome to place cash or 
check donations directly into the plate. We also invite your donations through our website 
(stalbanssimsbury.org, click “Donate”).  
 
 

You can find your way to that link with the QR code here  
and on the donation card in the Narthex. 

 
 
If you need a gluten-free wafer at communion please let the priest know when you 
approach the altar for communion. You can also receive a blessing instead of bread by crossing 
your arms over your chest. 
 
As you settle in to worship today, take the time and the moments of quiet you need to make the 
transition from getting here, to being here. 

 

Our service comes from Enriching Our Worship and The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and we make use of all hymnal 
resources approved by The Episcopal Church. Everything you need to worship fully today can be found in the bulletin. 

 
 

*A note about standing, kneeling, sitting rubrics 

 
One of the spaces that has received more attention during the pandemic is around ableism. Our society, in large part, functions as though 
everyone has nearly full use of their bodies. Where a “standing” rubric might have been added alone, we’re adding “seated”, as well, as an 
invitation for you to listen and respond to the needs of your own body. You are invited to remember that our bodies are created by God and 
intended for worship, just like our voices. How ever you feel comfortable doing that, God sees that it is good!  
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WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                                                                                          Andrew King, Guest Pianist 

HYMN  Standing or seated*        You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord             WLP 810  
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2 

      I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."    Psalm 122:1 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN    Standing, seated or kneeling* 
 

The Officiant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
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Celebrant and people 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 

Officiant    Lord, open our lips. 
               And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Officiant and People 
     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the        
     beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.  
       

VENITE                                                                                                                   S35  
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PSALM 91:1-6, 14-16 

Qui habitat 

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * 
abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 He shall say to the LORD, 
"You are my refuge and my stronghold, * 
my God in whom I put my trust." 
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3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter * 
and from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He shall cover you with his pinions, 
and you shall find refuge under his wings; * 
his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler. 

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, * 
nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 
nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day. 

14 Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him; * 
I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 
I am with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 
and show him my salvation. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
READING: Amos 6:1a,4-7 

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 

Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
and lounge on their couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, 
and calves from the stall; 

who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
and like David improvise on instruments of music; 

who drink wine from bowls, 
and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

Here ends the Lesson. 

 

CANTICLE 9: The First Song of Isaiah (Isaiah 12:2-6)                                                   

Ecce, Deus 
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Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
    and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
    from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
    and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, 
to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and 
of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time-- 
he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is 
he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has 
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

 
Here ends the Lesson. 
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CANTICLE 10: The Second Song of Isaiah  (Isaiah 55:6-11) 

Quaerite Dominum 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
    call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
    and the evil ones their thoughts; 
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
    so are my ways higher than your ways, 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

READING:  Luke 16:19-31 

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far 
away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, `Child, remember that during your lifetime 
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot 
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, `Then, father, I beg you to 
send him to my father's house-- for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, so 
that they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, `They have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, `No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they 
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.'" 

 
Here ends the Lesson. 

  
HOMILY                                                                                                                              Geoff Mather   
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED   standing or seated. 
 

Officiant and People  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

             Let us pray. 
 

Officiant and People 
 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
         hallowed be thy Name, 
         thy kingdom come, 
        thy will be done, 
             on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread. 
        And forgive us our trespasses, 
            as we forgive those 
                  who trespass against us. 
        And lead us not into temptation, 
               but deliver us from evil. 
        For thine is the kingdom, 
             and the power, and the glory, 
              for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SUFFRAGES B V = versicle (Officiant); R = response (People) 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of 
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR SUNDAYS 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR PEACE 

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your 
dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

A COLLECT FOR GUIDANCE 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A COLLECT FOR MISSION 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the 
knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
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A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST 
  

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this day, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; especially for 
Art, Tim, Kathy, Sandy B., Amanda, Margi, and anyone we name now silently or aloud. 
(At this time, we invite your intercessions and thanksgivings silently or out loud.) All for thy love’s 
sake. Amen. 

Officiant 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and 
on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to 
your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 
intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
OFFERTORY HYMN standing or seated                  Fairest Lord Jesus                            H82 383 
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A GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 
 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all 
places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.  

 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN  Standing or seated.                    Christ is the world’s true Light                          H82 493 
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Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Officiant  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                          Andrew King, Guest Pianist 

 


