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On February 12%, the newly elected leadership was dedicated (above). Because it
was the Second Sunday, and close to Valentine’s Day, we had a sermon activity of
matching halves of a familiar bible verse. As usual for this day, we collected items
for the food pantry and we prepared messages of love during coffee hour.
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The “serious” activity on Shrove Tuesday was to color
some Alleluias to be “buried” until Easter. But we also
made time to enjoy delicious pancakes before adjourning
to the sanctuary for a brief service.
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On Ash Wednesday, February 22", our “Ashes to Go” station was staffed by Jon
Lynch and Rebekah along with Pastor Gene Ott and Deacon Deb Clifford from
Simsbury United Methodist Church. Our traditional service was held that evening.

Before long, it was time for another Second Sunday, March
12, Rebekah worked a promo for the effort to help Capital
Community College students into her sermon. We observed
birthdays and anniversaries for a range of ages, blessed the
“Feed a Friend Wagon” donations and enjoyed activity for all
at coffee hour at prayer stations of various kinds.
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We held a “Quiet Day” on March 16" for a time of rest and
reflection and prayer. Activities were provided (above).

Our Lenten Series was “Hymns of the Heart”. We
talked about favorite hymns and learned about the
composer and some background.

Feb 26 — Judy Duncan shared about “On Eagle’s
Wings” during the service. Rebekah talked about
“Amazing Grace” during coffee hour.

Mar 5 - Rebekah talked about “Holy, Holy, Holy”.

Mar 19 — Geoff Mather told his story with “Lord of all
Hopefulness” during the service. Connie shared her
love of “Be Thou My Vision” during coffee hour.

Mar 26 — Mary DeLibero shared what is so meaningful
to her about the hymn “Forgive our sins as we Forgive”
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On March 26™, we had Morning
Prayer led by Meredith Jacob
and Judy Duncan. The guest
preacher was one our own, the
Rev. John Van Siclen.

We had another guest for April 2%, Palm Sunday. Our celebrant and preacher
was the Rev. Marcus George Halley, Trinity College Chaplain and Dean of

Spiritual and Religious Life.

Folks from St. Alban’s and First Church met at the Winged Bear on March
29" to “Sip ‘n’ Sing” hymns and have some fun. Attending from St. Alban’s
were Sharon Braden, Ann Hall, Judy and Kathleen, Connie and her husband,
Marianne Roth and Rick Decker. The musicians were from First Church.
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On Maundy Thursday, April 6™, we enacted the washing of feet, observed the Last
Supper, and saw the altar stripped bare in preparation for Good Friday.

The Good Friday service included a
black draped cross, the Solemn
Collects, veneration of the cross,
consuming all the reserve sacrament,
and a wonderful pink sunset.
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Our Easter service was glorious with flowers and
decorations, bells for one of the hymns, an anthem by
the choir, a message of Hope from Rebekah, a birthday
blessing, communion from the cup (optional) and
singing the Hallelujah Chorus at the end.

There were smiles for all when
Andrew Sheehan and Declan
came up for a Birthdays of the
Month blessing.
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Meredith and Joe Jacob
have a new grandson!
Theodore Jacob
Schwarz was born at
5:00 a.m. on March
21%, Proud parents
Emily Jacob and Kevin
Schwarz live in
Somerville, MA.

The Lord 1s risen.
He is risen indeed.
Alleluia! These
colorful banners
proclaim it!

Colored prior to
Lent and hidden
away, they have
made a triumphant
return and now
hang on our
balcony rail.
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Geoff Mather, Editor
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Sunday worship at 9:00 am. Please join us!

The Rev. Rebekah Hatch, Rector

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

197 Bushy Hill Road, Simsbury CT 06070
860-658-0406 www.StAlbansSimsbury.org
please like us on Facebook




