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A Bidding Prayer 3
©
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to %
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem, and see the Son ©
of God lying in the manger. 1—
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Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose from the time
of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child
Jesus; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth, for
the unity and mission of the Church for which Jesus died, and especially for his Church
in our country and in this town.

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and
the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn,
especially_Art, Kristin, Helen, Margaret, Eliot, Paula C., Denise, Punch, Rick, Julian,
Abby, Diana, Nancy F., Betty, Laura, Emily, Britt, Grace, Jill, Jack, Diane, Robert,
Kathy, David C., Amanda, Jim, Nathan, Jesse, David, Nancy, Meredith H.; and for
those we name now, silently or out loud. The lonely and unloved, the aged and little
children, as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ
himself has taught us, saying:

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting
life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us
all. Amen.
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The Lessons All are seated.
A Reading from the book of Genesis 3:1-15.

The serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lorp God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but
God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor
shall you touch it, or you shall die.” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die;
for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,
and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the
sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of
the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”

He said, “| heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was
naked; and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.”
Then the LorD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your

life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn (standing) God rest you merry gentlemen H82 105
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joy; O tid - ings of com = fort and joy!

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 61:10-62:3.

| will greatly rejoice in the LorD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness
and praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and
all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of
the LorD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a
royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Hymn (standing) Love came down at Christmas H82 84
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Psalm 147:13-21 said in unison
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Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;

For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.

He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.

He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.

He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?
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19 He sends forth his word and melts them: *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

21 He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!

Hymn (standing) Angels, from the realms of glory H82 93
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A Reading from Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7.
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Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that
we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave

but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
Hymn (standing) Go, tell it on the mountain H82 99
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A Reading from John 1:1-18.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”) From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
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Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymn (standing) The snow lay on the ground H82 110
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The General Thanksgiving  Standing or seated.

Celebrant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Blessing
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one thing earthly and heavenly,

fill us with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us, and remain with us always. Amen.
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Dismissal

Celebrant Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Postlude

*A note about standing, kneeling, sitting rubrics:

One of the spaces that received more attention during the pandemic was around ablism. Our society, in large part, functions as though
everyone has nearly full use of their bodies. During the pandemic, the shift to an online space made it possible for folks who have added
accessibility needs to join groups and activities they hadn’t been able to before. Where a “standing” rubric might have been added alone,
we’re adding “seated”, as well, as an invitation for you to listen and respond to the needs of your own body. You are invited to remember
that our bodies are created by God and intended for worship, just like our voices. However you feel comfortable doing that, God sees
that it is good!
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