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The Holy Eucharist, Rite II: Proper 18, Year A (BCP, 355) 
A Service of Virtual Spiritual Communion 

 
OPENING HYMN   All creatures of our God and King, vs. 1 & 7   Hymnal 1982 400 

All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voices, let us sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Bright burning sun with golden beams, 
pale silver moon that gently gleams, 
 
REFRAIN 
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Let all things their creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness, 
O praise him, Alleluia! 
Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 
REFRAIN 
 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:

     have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud 
who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus (12:1-14) 

 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You 
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat 
it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire 
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with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, 
but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of 
it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I 
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival 
to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM  Unison             BCP 807 
 

Psalm (149)                                                                              Cantate Domino 
 

1 Hallelujah! 
Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 

 

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * 
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 

 

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 

 

4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people * 
and adorns the poor with victory. 

 

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * 
let them be joyful on their beds. 

 

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat * 
and a two-edged sword in their hand; 

 

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations * 
and punishment on the peoples; 
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8 To bind their kings in chains * 
and their nobles with links of iron; 

 

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * 
this is glory for all his faithful people. 
Hallelujah! 

 
THE SECOND LESSON 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans (13:8-14) 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                          Matthew 18:15-20 

Celebrant The Holy  Gospel   of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
REFLECTION 
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HYMN                       ‘Tis the gift to be simple                   Hymnal 1982 554 
 
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free, 
‘tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
and when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
‘twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
When true simplicity is gained 
to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed, 
to turn, turn, will be our delight 
till by turning, turning we come round right. 

THE NICENE CREED          BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 



6 
 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead+ 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE DURING GLOBAL PANDEMIC 
 

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble; in this challenging and 
uncertain time of global pandemic and public health crisis, we come before you offering 
our prayers on behalf of those in need, the Church and the world.  
 

For the Church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the gospel of Christ and 
serve as beacon of hope to a suffering world. We pray for Michael, the Presiding 
Bishop, Ian & Laura our Bishops, and all who minister in your name.  
 

Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 

For all affected by coronavirus around the world. For the leaders of the nations that 
they may work together for the common good as the outbreak spreads. May barriers 
that divide be brought down that bonds of trust may be strengthened to benefit the 
entire human family.  
 

Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Grant public health and government officials in our nation the strength and will to act 
swiftly and decisively, with wisdom and compassion in service to all. We pray 
especially for Donald, President of the United States, the Congress, Governors, and 
elected officials in local municipalities.  
 

Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they have access to medical care and 
regain their strength and health; grant them your healing grace. Give strength to all 
who are caring for loved ones.  
 

Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 

For healthcare workers & those who work in medical facilities who, with hearts of 
service, stand on the front lines of providing care. Grant them courage and protection 
as they put the needs of public safety before their own.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer.  
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Bless scientists and researchers around the world as they combat the virus, that their 
work may yield knowledge to develop a vaccine, treatments, and improved measures 
to reduce its spread.  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 
For the safety and well-being of all who travel and those who remain quarantined.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer.  
 
Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your 
providence we may be generous in sharing our resources.  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 
Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your love, as they 
minister to the most vulnerable among us; fill them with your Holy Spirit as they work to 
be your healing hands and feet to all in need.  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 
For those who have already lost loved ones to the virus and those who will yet suffer 
such loss, that they may know the consolation of your love.  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.  We pray especially for 
those known to us:  
 
Please lift up to God those on your heart for prayer 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and those whose faith is known 
to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no 
pain or grief, but life eternal.  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
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CONCLUDING COLLECT   from Gloucester Cathedral 

 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the 
anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low;  
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.   Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Risen Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE OFFERTORY 

All are invited to make a gift to support St. Alban’s. You may visit our web page to 
donate online (www.stalbanssimsbury.org), or you may send your check to St. 

Alban’s (197 Bushy Hill Road, Simsbury, CT 06070). 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth; for you are the source of light and life, you 
made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:  
 
Celebrant and People  

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Celebrant continues  

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of all. Jesus stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said,  

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Celebrant and People  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.   
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 
and for ever. AMEN.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass again us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
THE FRACTION ANTHEM 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to 
express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which 

circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 
 
The priest invites the following prayer to be said by all. 
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  

come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,  

and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me,  
in this life and in the life to come.  
Amen. 
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HYMN                                  Bless the Lord my soul                                       Taize 
 
Bless the Lord my soul and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord my soul, Who leads me into life. 
 
Silence follows. 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.    
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
Life is short. We don't have much time to gladden the hearts of those who walk this 
way with us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God 
Almighty be with you this day, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
HYMN          The Church’s one foundation, vs. 1,3 & 5          Hymnal 1982 525 
 
The Church’s one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by water and the word: 
from heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 
 
Though with a scornful wonder 
men see her sore oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed; 
yet saints their watch are keeping, 
their cry goes up, ‘How long?’ 
and soon the night of weeping 
shall be the morn of song. 
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Yet she on earth hath union 
with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with thee. 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Celebrant Go in peace. Serve the Risen Christ!! 
People Thanks be to God! 
 
 


